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Rc’-c-' Errth is an innovative pugpel
thealre collaboration which weaves
togeiher different threads of the same
histogcal tabe. 11 & controversial sliee
of Khosa history about Nonggawuse,
Ui yomeng girl whose prophotic visions
led 1o theusands of deaths and the
decline of the Xhosa nabion.

The prophecy that divided the
Zhosa in the mid-nineteenth cenfury

= betwaen Evose wivo belleved in e
vistons and those who did nol — s 1old
skilfully using puppeets and fgumnes.

The minimalist selting consists of
vebvely drapes thal create the fiver
ard the red earlh of e village setting
Biends of African rhythm and classical
tunes fill in the almosphere, creating a
bustling Alrcan villase and an elhereal
sefiing al the river where Nonggawuse
experences the even| which alters the
course of history.

Maceho Mavso and Tau Chwelans
ecmbody the conflict benwean the

Believers and (e Unbelievers — repre-
senled by Nonggawuse and her young
friend - a% they infuitively flow wilh
Their puppets.

In this absorhing producbon, &
scrulffy stork i the messenger of life
wiln mediates the stony with Bwerally
sprinkled waords [room his tin beak.
The pl-u'l.}' presents ome version of whal
happens that day beside the rver,
using a balance of satire, humeer and
dialogue,

Given the lopicality of conflicn amd
faming on the African contingni foday,

this welltimed drama s a subile ax.
ploration af fhe ways in which bebels
can pull & people apar.

Excellen) characiernsation raises
this productbon to great heights, al-
g i does not attemnpt bo address
the mmany complex Bswes of identity or
Cullural ranscendence ofien associ-
ated with these hvpes of parnerships.

Hed Eavth) lllusirales the breauty of
parre slonyielling even though the ac
fual events are steeped in conlroversy,
I15 fusion of unchubered elements
translales inbo a play that proudly ex-

y and the (Un)believers

peares Xhosa roots without drossming
a diverse audience in the tedivm ol a
happy dancing tabe.

Adihaugh the slory has been told
before (by HLE, Dhilomo, and, mome
recenthy, by Bratl Ballsy In e Progier
andd Lakes Mda in Heart of Hedress),
micling the Lale with these beautiful
PUPReLs makes it come alive under
the direciion of IMASMCT-PPPESers
Masuso and Creelane of Sisonke Arls.
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